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{HIS Sinai Was 40% ned f 
no ot ber Senſe than the Ear, 
ard no firrther a ſpread than 
arent 4 nd Congregation; ani there- 
fore it's eaſie to Herde; with how little 
Guard either of Kecrrcey or Language 
it oe ont. As my own hurry in ma- 
king it ready for” Fre Prefs, allow 4 me 
auß — — ' fo Mee T7 
© daft not be at any New Pains to pre 
pare it for the Publick T. 1 40 2 5 
ſhowld- appear #vore like 4 avdy 
thun 4 Memoridl; or an I coo 
of bd late Storm. I' fare, The 
Tempeſt, which occafo#? this Dif- 
8 $2 courſe, | 


— 
, 


| C Hs 
x 


courſe, blew no ſoftneſs of Rhetorick , 
but a plain Indignation. That long 
Roar of Wind ( Nov. 25, 26, and 27, 
1703.) which tumbled down Houſes 
upon their Inhabitants, and lodged the 
Ships, with their unhappy Contents, in 
the Gaping Ocean, this is too Solemn 
for an Airy Flaunt of Werds.. 


It was therefore my chief Study ( as 
Providence is only the Bible repeat- 
ed in Action) to give a Scriptural 
Account of God's Soveraignty, and 
of our Carriage under ſuch a Diſcove- 
ry of it: I have found, in my little 
2 that Inſpired Words have 


funk with the moſt Penetration and Em- 


pire with the Hearts of Men : When 
God. ſpeaks Judgments, He. refers us 
to the lively Oracles : The Do@rimes, 
Threatnings and ' Promiſes ' there, are 
tevel into all His Diſpenſations in the 
World ; they tell us as: much of His 
Majeſty, as we can ever See in Provi- 
dence : The Later is but a Vindicati- 
on of the Former ; it's God's Reply to. 


the Challenge of Dubelief aud Preſump- — 


tion 5 He then lets Mankind feel that 
= VV 


to the Reader. 
He will be ſteady to His Word. That 
we may take both theſe together, has 
been my Endeavour in the following 
Co | 


Diſcourſe 


It was ſome Ground of Encourage- 
ment on the Faſt-Day to find moſt Con- 
 gregations, in this City and the Adja- 
cent Parts, not only crouded, but with 
ſuch Perſons as declard a good Senfe 
of their Buſineſs there. And perhaps 
one thing that both fil”d and regulated 
our Aſſemblies, was, that other Storm 
that we were apprehenſive of, in the 
Moment of Worſhip. God ſeem to be 
repeating the former Quarrel, 0 
not in the ſame Degree of Loudneſs; 
and Extent of Ruin ; as if He would 
catch our departing ſeriouſneſs back a- 
gain, and reſtore ſomething of that Awe, 
that we felt in the Great Tempeſt. 


But it's equally certain and deplora- 

ble, that theſe Impreſſions ſoon wore 
off. The People, that could not but 
tremble at the ſound of this Judgment, 
have prophanely mockt it firice. Is 
aiſmal' to think, that ſo ſweeping a 
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The Epiſtle 
Calamity as this, ſhould ever become the 
Entertainment of the Stage. That 
Men ſhould ac the Mimick ſo far, as 
to make Ruin a Diverſion, by dreſſang 
it up with Atheiſm: and Foppery. The 
Banter of this Ongodlineſs is ſo ex- 
treme, that the Right Reverend the 
Lord BISHOP of OXFORD, 
tho't fit to arraign it that Day in a 
Sermon before the Houſe of Peers : 


There's a Vein of ſweet and ſerious 97 5 


quence runs thro the whole Diſcourſe, 
but upon this Subject, His Lordſhip 
diſcovers ſo much of a Chriſtian warmth, 
that I ſhall Tranſcribe the Paſſage, and 
cover my own Jnſignifcant Regret 
with this Venerable Authority. To 
e ſhow how far we have 


Page 17. exceeded the Impieties 


of the Jeme, permit 
« me to mention one Inſtance, tho 
*« cannot do it without Horror, 
« of à late daring Affront to God, 
** unparalleFd: by the Fewiſh or any 
<« civilized: Nation, which looks like 
“% a defying, if not a ridiculing, of 
* His * E mean that im- 
epreſentation of a Mock- 

— « Tempeſt 


to the Reader. 


« Tempeſt on the Stage, ſo ſoon 
ee after we had felt that dreadful 
« One; that gives occaſion to our 
Meeting this Day. I think I ſhould. 
not have been juſt to my Subject, 
if I had omitted to take Notice 
of this unpreſidented Piece of Pro- 
phaneneſs; and certainly twill be 
no Digreſſion from it, to add, 
That whilſt theſe Nurſeries of 
© Lewdneſs are ſuffer d to corrupt 
the Age, tis in vain to hope to 
* ſee it Reform'd. 


&& 
ce 
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If there were more of this Noble 
Spirit among thoſe whom Providence 
has raifd above the common Level, it 
would either make ſuch as profeſs one 
Lord, drop their little Varieties, or 
continue hem without any Violation o 
Harmony and Peace. I will only add, 
that if this Zeal was kird!ed where 
" its now Wanting, enla's'd where it 
has begun to live, and ſucceſsful in 
every Attempt and Flame that it breaks 
out in, it would be an hopeful Secu- 
. rity to the Nation's preſent Happineſs, 


472 


The Epiſtle, Goc. 
and a good Sign, that Glory ſhall 
yet dwell in our Land. „ 


That the varidus Sermons which 
are Printed upon this Occaſion, may 
ſtir up a Courage againſk, the Wicked- 
neſs that makes God our Enemy, is 


the Hearty Deſire of 


Wapping, 
Feb, 21. 1704. 


1 Bradbury. 
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SERMON 
Preach'd On the 5 Ren 
FASI-DAF, 


January the 19th, 1703. 


— 


Prov. xxx. iv. 


—= Whe bath gathered the Wind 
in his Fiſts ? TB 
The whole Verſe is Thus; 
Who bath aſcended up into Heaven, or 
deſcended? Who hath gathered the 
Mind in his Fifts * Who hath bound 
the Waters in a Garment 2 Who hath 
eſtabliſhed all the ends of the Earth? 


Vhat is his Name, and what is hir 
| Son's Name, if thou canſt tell MF 


| HIS Chapter is a Collection 
of Inſtructive Sentences, Al- 
cribed to- Agur the Sor 7 
= —_ Jakeh, 


— CER 


EN 
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Jaleb, ver. 1. and they are added to 
Solomon's Proverbs, as being much of 
the ſame Cop texture with em. Tho 
we have no further Account of this 
Perſon in Scripture, yet there is ſuffi- 
cient Ground to Believe, that he was 
a Man of peculiar Reputation for 

Wiſdom; One, that ſtood highly 
Advanc'd in the Eſteem of the World: 
And its alſo very Natural to Suppoſe, 


that [thiel and Ocal were either his 


Scholars, or his Intimates, that ex- 
pected great Advantages by his Con- 
verſe: They apply themſelves to him 
as a walking Oracle; ſo, that we may, 


without any Strain, Imagine, that 


this Chapter is an Anſwer to their Im- 
portunity. 


* 


He begins his Diſcourſe with Words, 


that expreſs both a Decent Modeſty, 
and an Awful Surprize. He at once 
confefſeth his own narrowneſs of 
Thot, and alſo Adores, that Myſte- 
rious Head of Knowledge, which he 
enter'd upon. = : 
He tells 'em, that, as for himſelf, 
they had over-rated him; his Accom- 
pliſhments were no way parallel to 
„ their 


over the Winds, &c. 
their Expectations. Inſtead of having 
any peculiar Degree of Wiſdom, 
he will not take with a Common 


Share. Surely J am more Brutiſh than 


— 


any Man, and have not the under- 


ſtanding of a Man, I neither lear- 
ned Wiſdom, nor have I the know- 
ledge of the Holy, ver. 2. 3. And in- 
deed, thus it uſually is, ſuch as have 
Freaſur'd up any Intellectual Riches, 
know the Scantineſs of their own At- 
tainments; whilſt, on the other Hand, 
Perſons, who are Strangers to any ſo— 


lid Learning, do oftentimes make the 


greateſt Pretence and Flouriſh. Where 
the Waters are deep, they generally 
run Smooth and Silent, but when 
they are Shallow, they proclaim them 


ſelves with a Rumbling Noiſe. This 


Good Man Sunk lower under alt his 
Difcoveries : He found himfelf Ig- 
norant of much more than he could 
pretend to an Acquaintance with; So, 
that as he fills with Light, he has a more 
Humbling View of his own Dark 
neſs. This is the Front of his Diſ- 


courſe; He blames that Exceſs of Cha- 


racer, which his Friends had given 
him. B 2 ZBut 


——ů—ů— —:' ——— ͤ＋DU— ———— Ir ror el eo ˙ 


4 60 D's Empire f 
But afterwards he throws a flight 
upon 4d the Humane Race. Perſons, 
of the greateſt Figure in Learning, 
who have the richeſt hoards of Expe- 
rience, and the beſt Penetration of 
Mind, loſe themſelves in their Con- 
templations of GO D. They are but 
blundring in the Dark, when they 
pretend to ſtudy his Infinite Nature, 
and ſurprizing Mors. 

Who has aſcended up into Heaven, 
and who has deſcended 2 This inti- 
mates, that it's impoſſible there ſhould 


be any full Knowledge of theſe things, 


but what is firſt learn d above, and 
then declar'd upon Earth by a Meſ- 
ſenger from that World of Light. 
This Character, that he ſpeaks of, 
agrees only with Jeſus Chriſt the Great 
Prophet of the Church: John the 
Baptiſt gathers up this glorious Title 
for a Mediator, No Man hath ſeen 
God at any time; The only begotten 
Son, which is in the Boſom of the Fa- 
ther, he hath declared him; John 1. 
18. Andafterwards in another Place, 


He that cometh from above is above all: 
He that js of the Earth, is earthly, and 


ſpeaketh 


over the Winds, &c. 5 
ſpeaketh of the Earth : He that cometh 


from Heaven is above all. And what ” 


he hath ſeen and heard, that be teſtifi- 
eth: He whom God hath ſent ſpeak- 
eth the Words of God; John 3. 31, 
32, 34 8 : 

After this he mentions ſome things, 
which muſt be aſcribd to no other 
than God, and which none can have 
a comprehenſive Knowledge of. Who 
bas gather d the Winds in his Fiſts 2 
Who has bound the Waters  &c. The 
meaning of this Queſtion may be 
Twofold. 

1. Who but God has done theſe 
Things 2 Who can lay a plauſible 
Claim to ſuch Divine Performances? 
To this purpoſe agree the Pſalmiſt's 
Words, Among the Gods, O Lord, 
there is none like unto thee; neither 
are there any works like thy Works 

For thou art great, and doeſt wondroys 
things: Thou art God alone, Pſalm 
86.8, 10. Or, EE 

2. Who can throughly underſtand 
this. He do's not only ſpeak of it 
as a Truth, but a Myſtery. It claims 
Faith, and it's above Comprehenſion. 

3 * The 
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- The laſt Words ſeem to expreſs a 
Meſſzabs Intereſt in theſe Things; 


"What is his Name, and what is his 


Son's Name? He was concern'd in 
rearing the Fabrick of this World : 
Without him was not any thing made, 


that was made, John 1. 3. He has alſo 
a ſhare in propping the great Bulk of 

the Creation. By him all things con- 
FF, Col. 1. 17. He challengeth this 


Glory to himſelf, as a Party in the 
vaſt Performance. Ihen he: (that is 


the Father) prepar'd the Heavens 1 


was there, when he ſet a Compaſs upon 


"the Face of the Depth; when he eſta- 
Bl;ſht the Clouds above, when he ſtrength- 
ened the Fountains of the Deep: When 
he gave to the Sea his Decree, that the 


Waters ſhonld not paſs his Command- 


ment ʒ when he appointed the Found a- 
lions of the Earth. Then was I by 


him, Prov. 8. 27,—30. OED 
And as to the Winds, we know, 

they were made Subject to him in 

his loweſt Abaſement. When he ap- 


pod only in the Form of a Servant, 


ne ſhow'd himſelf che Lord of Na- 
ture. This way he ſurpriz'd his 
33 2 7 N e Com- 


2 225 


the Sea obey him, Ver. 41. 


Wind ceaſed, and they were ſore a- 


 mavd in themſelves beyond meaſure, 


and wondred, Mark 6. 51. Another 


_ Evangeliſt gives us an higher Ac- 

count of this Impreſſion, and tells us, 
what they obſerv'd convince'd them 
of his Deity. They werſhipped bim, 


ſaying, of a Truth thou art the Son of 


God, Matt: 14. 33. We read alſo of 
another Inſtance of his Authority o- 


ver the Winds, that out of the 


Mouth of two witneſſing Miracles, 


the thing might be eſtabliſnt. We 
may firſt obſerve their Diſtreſs; Here 
aroſe a great Storm of Wind, and the 
Waves beat into the Ship, Mark 4. 37. 
After this we are told of their won- 
drous Deliverance. He aroſe, and re- 
buked the Wind, and ſaid unts the Sea 


Peace, be ſtill: And the Wind ceaſed, 
and there was a':great Calm, Ver. 39. 
And the Hiſtory is concluded with the 


Remark they paſs upon this Perfor- 
mance. They feared. exceedingly, and 
ſaid one to another, what Manner of 
Man is this, that even the Wind and 


B4 Theſe 


oder the Winds, &c. 7 
Company. At his Command the 


8 


Pf his Soveraign Pleaſure. He gives 
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Theſe other Works are afcrib'd to 
him. He has bound the Waters in a 
Garment The Clouds are thoſe vaſt 
extended Sheets, which he has wrapt 
them up in. He has eftabliſht the 


Ende of the Earth. This World is 


fixt by his Authority, and tho” it's 
hung upon nothing, Job 26. 7. yet he 
maintains it with his own Arm. | 

But I ſhall confine my Tho'ts to 


that Clauſe which I firſt read to 


you, which you may take the Summ 
of, in this PROPOSITION. 


The whole Stock of Wind is in 
God's Hand. „„ 


Here I ſhall briefly ſhew you. 

I. What we are to underſtand by 
this Phraſe. - = 

II. What Uſe we are to make of 
this Truth, | „ 


I. The Winds being gathered into 


_ bis Fiſt, ſhows us his Power over it. 


That it's no more than the Inſtrument 


=. 
'& ES 


over the Winds, &c. 9 


it all it's Breath, and diſpoſeth of it 
to the Service of his Will. It's the 
Vaſſal of his Authority: This is 
Three Times aſſerted in the ſame - 
Words, When he utters his Voice, there 
is a Multitude of Waters in the Hea- 
wens, and he cauſeth the Vapours to 
aſcend from the Ends of the Earth, he 
maleth Lightnings with Rain, and 
bringeth forth the Wind out of his Trea- 
ſaries, Palm 135. 7. Jer. 10. 13. 
and 51. 16. | . | 
Though Satan is ſometimes call'd 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
Eph. 2. 2. We are not to ſuppoſe, 
that he has got the Supremacy of 
the Wind. Whatever leave he ma 
have, upon ſome Occaſions, to af- 
fright and diſturb this lower World, 
yet the Government is in a greater 
Hand. For lo, he that formeth the 


Mountains, and createththe Wind, a | 


declareth unto Man what is his Thought, 
that maketh the Morning darkneſs, and 
treadeth upon the high Places of the 
Earth, the Lord, the God of Hoſts 3s 
his Name, Amos 4. 13. We ſcarce 
read that ever the Devil had a larger 
e 
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Scope to his Malice, than againſt Job's 
Family : He begins his Miſchief with 
an Army of the Sabeans, Job 1. 15. 
After this he burns up the Servants 
and Cattle with Lightning, ver. A 6. 
Then he plies the Remainder with 
| three Bands of the Caldeans, ver. 17. 
And his laſt Havock is of the Children 
by a Wind from the Wilderneſs, ver. 19. 
which Shatter'd the Houſe, and De- 
ſtroy' d the Perſons: But all this was 
owing to a Commiſſion from above; 
The Lord ſaid unto Satan, behold, all 
that he has is in thy Power, only upon him- 
ſelf put not forth thine Hund ver. 12. 
It's God, that Rules the whole Ar- 
mory of Nature: Whatever can be 
Dread ful lies under his Management; 
He has not quitted his own Right of 
Diſpoſal. The Creation received a 
Being from him, and muſt pay a Com- 
pleat Deference to his Will. Tis He 
that troubles the Air, and ſpreads an 
univerſal Faintneſs thro' the World. 
The Seamen ſee the work of the Lord, 
and his Wonders in the deep: For he 
commandeth, and raiſeth the ſtormy 
Mind, which lifteth up the Waves there- 
of, Pfal. 107. 24. 23. 2. The 


over the Winds, & G. 11 
2. The Winds being gather d into 
his Fiſt, Intimates, — This Power 
belongs to him alone. No Creature 
hath a Breath of Wind to Diſpoſe of, 
its all Collected into the Divine Hand. 
This God takes to himſelf as his own 
Prerogative. He has his way in the 
Whirlwind, and in the Storm, and the 
Clouds are the Duſt of his Feet. Nah.1.3. 
And it's a way that the Vultur's Eye ſees 
uot. None can Trace his Foce 
or pretend to Imitate him. Sometimes 
the Almighty Pleads againſt Idolaters 
from the Ordinary Courſes of Nature, 
that lie under his Rule. The Pro- 
Phets Challenge, Banter, and Reproach 
the Heathen Gods. Are there any a+ 
mong the vanities of the Gentiles, that 
can cauſe rain? Art not thou he, 0 
Lord our God 2 Jer. 14. 22. 
When He is Diſpleas d, Nature 
| Groans under the Weight of a ſingle 
Frown. There's an Univerſal Di- 
ſtreſs, that the Creation feels: This 
He Threatens, I will ſhake the Heavens, 
and the Earth ſhall remove out 0 227 her 


i Place i in the wrath of the Lord of 
85 ard i in the day of his frerce anger, iſa, 
13: 2 


ö * 8 
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13. 13. This is all His own Appoint- 
ment: Whatever Calamity befals us, 
it's in Obedience to his Supreme Or- 


der; Snow, and Vapour, and Stormy 


Wind fulfil his Word. Eh: 

Mankind are very apt to Swell, 
when they imagine themſelves Poſſeſt 
of any Singular Capacities; but they 
are ſometimes put to the Bluſh by 
conſidering their Inability to perform 
the leaſt Acts of Providence; They 
cannot make one hair white or black ;, or 
by taking thought, add one cubit unto 
#heir Statures. Much leſs are they Ca- 
pable of turning the great Wheels of 
Government. 

Good Fehoſaphat enter d into a 
League with the King of [/rae]; and, 
to make this Alliance more Stately and 
Pompous, they build a Fleet: This 
was to ſtrike an Awe upon the Adja- 
cent Countries; But they could nei- 
ther fix their Endeavours under a Bleſ- 
ſing, nor Guard them againſt a Curſe. 
A Judgment from God Blunders all 
their Schemes and Imaginations. Thus 
the Prophet told the King, Becauſe 


thou haſt joined thy ſelf with Abaziah, | 


over the Winds. &c. 5 13 
the Lord hath broken thy works; and 
the Ships were broken, that they were not 
able to go to Tarſhiſh. 2 Chron. 20. 37. 

What great Havock has He made of 
N e and Rulers? He has taken 
thoſe into His own Hand, who lov'd 
to be the General Plagues of Mankind. 
All their Terror, and Preparations 
for War, are no Reſiſtance to His So- 

veraignty. Crowns and Scepters are 
toſt like the Ball of Providence: The 
Nations and Princes, that once fſhow'd 


5 the fulleſt upon Earth, are ſunk with 


an haſty Ruin: He takes away the 
man that made the Earth to tremble, and 
ſhook Kingdoms, Iſa. 14.16. And the 
Country, where he Rul'd, and ga- 
ther'd up Materials for Tyranny, is 
ſwept with the Beſom of Deſtruction. v. 2g. 
3. The Wind is gather d into God's 
Hand, that it may have a ſecure Abode 
there. In meaſure when he ſhooteth it 
forth, he debates with it; and flays his 
rough Wind in the day of his —— 
Iſa. 27. 8. If any other had the 
_ Diſpoſal of it, there would be a con- 
tinual Havock of Nature: He alone 
can Check its Violence: It will _ 
- yo 
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of no Bridle but his Command; Its 
above all other Controul. The Four 
Angels were his Servants, who ſtood 
on 1 four corners of the Earth, holding 
the Wind, that it ſhould not blow on the 
Earth, nor the Sea, nor any Tree. Rev. 7. 1. 
And its well for us, that the Sway 
of this Judgment is in God. I have 
let you ſee, under a Former Head, 
what Dreadful Ravage Satan makes, 
if he has but a Commiſſion to indulge 
his Malice; He would ſhow no more 
Pity to the World, than he did to 
Job's Family. Should Enemies have 
the diſpoſal of Storms and National 
Miſeries, what ſad Confuſions would 
they bring upon the Earth? But 
here's our Comfort, this is Heaven's 
cn Artillery: Theſe are Judgments 
wherein Mankind have no Intereſt; 
They are not ſo much as the Tools of 
God's Supremacy in this Caſe. 
4. The Wind is, ſaid to be, gather'd 
7 | Bu bis Fife, To ſhew us how eaſily 
He can let it out: It's but opening 
His Hand, and the Tempeſt flies up- 
on it's Maſter's Errand: His Com- 
miſſion i is fulfill d with all the — 


over the V. indo, &c. 15 
patch and Integrity of Nature. He 
ſcatters his bright Cloud, and it is tur- 
ned round about by his Connſels, that he 
may do whatſoever he commandeth upon 
the face of the World in the Earth. He 
cauſeth it to come, whether for correcti- 
on, or for his Land, or for Mercy, Job 
37. 11. 12, 13. Whatever the Deſign 
be, it's eaſily Accompliſh'd : He is 
abways in Readineſs to deal with an 
Obſtinate World ; He hath a Stock of 
Terrors at Command. And if the Sons 
of Men will go on to harden them- 
ſelves, they ſhall” feel the Miſtake of 
all their vain Thoughts. He can with 
as much eaſe Deſtroy us, as Terrifie 
us ; it calls for no more Expence and 
Fatigue of Power: We are as ſoon 
Cruſh'd as Reprov'd. It's the ſame 
thing, with God, to let out all His 
Wrath at once, as to giveus a weaker 
Taſte of it : He has greater Reſerves 
than Sinners are willing to imagine; 
He does not put his whole Strength 
into one Blaſt of Wind; but can raiſe 
a more Expeditious Tempeſt, and let 
us feel the Terror of thoſe Words, 17 
any Fealouſie, and in the fire of my 
Ek GE Wrath 
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Wrath have I ſpoken ; ſurely there ſhall 
be 4 great mu in the Land of Iſrael - 
So, that the Fiſhes of the Sea, and the 
Fowls of the Heaven, and all creeping 
things that creep upon the Earth, and all 
the Men that are upon the = of the 
Earth, ſhall ſhake at my Preſence and 
the Mountains ſhall be thrown down, and 
the my places ſhall fall, and every Wall 
ſhall fall to the Ground. Eze. 38. 19. 20. 

The Reaſon why a Provoking 
Wretch, or a Sinful Nation are ſpar d, 
15 not becauſe Juſtice is unfurniſh'd for 
Execution; but God i willing to make 
his power known, and therefore endures 
with much Long-ſuffering, the veſſels of 
Wrath fitted to DeſtruFion, Rom. g. 
22. He will Glorifie his Patience in 
forbearing them a while, and then 
they ſhall be viſited with Thunder, and 
Earthquake, and great Noiſe, with Storm, 
and Tempeſt, and the flame of devou- 
ring Fire, oa 29. 6. How eaſie a 
matter is it for Him to blow an Hur- 
Ticane in a Moment? Hecan at once 
put Nature into a Ruffle. 


The 
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The AHrians ſpread a Formidable 
Siege before Fernſalem; There was 
number enough to ſwallow their own 
wayto Victory ʒBut you fee what ſhort 
Work God makes with dem. It's little 
more than an Hours Toll to ſweep 
them out of this Life, and make thiemi 
only an Army of Carcaſes; That 
night the Angel of the Lord went out, 
aud ſmote an hundred fourſcore and ſtve 
thouſand, and in the morning they were 
all dead Corps, 2 King. 19. 35. And 
the ſame may He do with His Wind: 
He hasa Tempeſt within Call, which 
He may, at any Time, unlooſe upon 
a Stubborn People: Thus He In- 
form'd Job of His Power, when He 
anſwer d. him out of the Whirlwind, Job 
38,1. Haſt thou entred into the trea- 
ſures of the Snom? or haſt thou ſeen the 
treaſures of the Hail.? Which I have re- 
ſerd d againſt the time of trouble, againſt 
the day of Battel aud Mar? ver. 22.23. 


Thus I have confiderd the import 
of this Phraſe; but I principally 
Deſigu the Applicatioůn. 


8 And 
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And this I ſhall do Three ways: 


AI. Shew what General Uſe we are 
to make of this'T rath. | 

II. How the Conſideration of God's 
Rule over the Winds ſhould Influ- 
ence us, when we are Humbling our 


ſelves before him. 


III. What Comforts true Believers 


may gather from ſuch a 8 nk 


Providence as this. 


(1.3 For the general Jparemint, | 
we may take thete Four Heads of: Ad- 


vice: : 4 the Wind i * in God's Hand. 


4 . us Can to 1 He — 


5 which is Wonderfully expreſs d this 


way: Bow before Him; Serve Him 
acceptably with Reverence and Godly 
Fear, Heb. 12. 28. He will be AG 5 
knowledg d in all His peculiar Steps of 
Government: He's adorning His own 
Name, fixing a greater Reputation up- 
on it in a time of Publick Judgment; 
He canſeth His glorious Voice to bebeard, 
_ one or Jightning down of = 
0 


over the Winds, &c. 19 
Arm, with the indignation of His Anger, 
with Scattering and Tempeſt, and Hail- 
ſtoxes, Ia. 30. 30. This Uſe does 
Agur make of it: He's fill d with a 
Religious dread of that Majeſty, 
which inſcribes it ſelf upon theſs Pro⸗ 
JJ... ET OT 

This is the End why God Declares 
an unuſual Greatneſs to the whole 
Race of Mankind at once, that they 
may ceaſe to abuſe His Glory by their 
vain IThbughts of Him, and the open 

Contempt of their Practice. If we re- 

Fuſe to Tremble before Him ; If we 

ſtudy more Impenitency, He ma 

load us with a Terror, that has no 
Mercy at all in it. When Sinners Scorn 
to Humble themſelves, His Indigna- 
tion ſhall do it for them: One Bruſh 
of His Arm ſhall ſeparate them from 
the Vanities, that they truſt in. The 
4% of the Lord, of Hoſts ſhall be upon 
every one that 3s prond and- lofty, and 
1 and he 


ſhall be brought low 3 — 


the Ships of Tarſhiſh: 
| go into the boles of the 
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Lord, and for the Glory of his Ma eſo efty, 


when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the arth, 
Iſa. 2. 12. 16, 19. Therefore it high- 


ly Concerns us to break the approach- 


ing Storm, by ſeeking the Lord whilſt 


he may be found, and calling upon him 
whilſt. be is near, Iſa. 55. 6. 
If we donot this way improve the 


Stroke, it's loſt upon us, and we may 


Fear there's worſe in Reſerve. - We 
have all of us found, that there is a 


Power Superior to our own, that the 


Wind is under an higher Management 
than we can give it: And what is this 


for? Why ſhould God ſtep out of 


His Way, but to bring us into ours? 


Let us henceforth preſerve a dutiful 
Veneration for Him upon our Spirits. 


T know, ſays the Pfalmiſt, that the 
Lord is great, and that our Lord is 
above all god; He bringeth the Nind 
ont of Ha Treaſures, Pſal. 1255 5,7. We 


ſee he is Terrible, when he does but 
fight us with outward Afflictions, 


* 


how Dreadful then ts "that Wrath, 


which is pointed at the Conſcience > 
Theſe are no more than part of his Ways, 


it's but 4 little portion that we know of 
A, ? 
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Hin? The Thunder of His Power who 
can underſtand ? Job 26. 14. 
2. We may Learn to reſt ſatisfied in 
His Will, knowi ng, that if the Wind 
be under His Command; it's wiſely. 
Diſpogd of. The Scripture Repre- 
{ents Him as conſidering the Caſe of a 
Nation, and meaſuring the Judgments, 
that He ſends againſt 'em. - -He looketh 
to the exds of the Earth, and ſeeth un- 
der the whole Heaven, to make a weight 
for the Winds, he weigheth the Waters 


by meaſure ; When he made a decree for 


_ the Rain, and a way for the Lightning 
aud the Thunder, then did he ſee and 
declare it, he prepared it, yea ſearched. 
it out, Job 28. 24.—27. I am not 
only preſſing you. to Silence under 
this Diſpenſation, becauſe we cannot 
help itz butas it's the work of Him, who 
is Excellent in Counſel, Ta. 28. 29. He 
never took a Falſe or Imprudent Step 
in the Kingdom of Providence. Tho 
things have but a Cloudy Face at Pre- 
ſent, and perhaps there's not much 
A _ of Wiſdom in em, yet we 
may conclude, that God Orders them 
all aright. N 
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We Read of Darkneſs being under 

His Feet, Pſal. 18. 9. The Work it 
ſelf, that fle goes about, and all His 
Advances in it are hid from the Sons 
of Men: There's a Cloud between 
our Eyes and Him; but ſtill Wiſdom 
has the Soveraignty in all theſe Affairs. 
Tho! His Power admits of no Control 
in the ordinary Stream of Providence, 
yet this we are aſſur'd of, that every 
Diſpenſation, is the Birth of a Wiſe. 
Model. The ballancing of the Clouds is 
call'd the wondrous work of him, who is 
perfect in Knowledge; The Winds pa 
fing and cleanſing them is brought in 
as an Argument, that with God js ter- 
rible Majeſty - But yet he concludes, 
touching the Almighty,” me cannot find 
him out He is excellent in Power, aud 
in Judgment, and in plenty of Fuſtice ; 
He will not affii#, Job 37. 16. 27, 
22, 23. i. e. not without valuable 
Cauſe. VöH˖[Ofkf 7 
3. See how dreadful a thing it is to 
diſpleaſe Him, who is ſo well provi- 
ded of Methods for our Puniſnment. 
It's uſually the fulneſs of Earthly De- 
lights, that makes us Secure, and un- 

: 5 thought- 


over the Winds,  &c. 23 


thoughtful of God : But we have 
lately felt what a Diſpatch his Anger 
can Work, when he deſigns to narrow 
our Subſtance, when he rents it with a 
ſtormy Wind in his Fury, Ezek. 13. 13. 
That which has been the Gains of long 
Hazard and Toil may be gone in 8 
Moment. This was Threatned againſt 
Ephraim, that tho he be fruitful among 
his Brethren, a Wind of the Lord ſhall 
come up from the Wilderneſs, and his 
Spring ſhall become dry, and his Foun- 
tain be dried up. He ſball ſpoil the trea- 
ſure of all pleaſant Veſſels, Hoſ. 13. 15. 
If we take a look at Sinners, thro 
this Text, we may ſee how Stupid 
they are to engage ſuch a Power a- 
gainſt them: We have lately known 
the truth of that Threatning, as if it 
had been Deſign'd for our Days: The 
Rich Man ſhall lie down, but he ſhall not 
be 8 openeth his eyes, and he ir 
not : Terrors take hold on him as Waters, 
4 Tempeſt ſteals him away in the Night, 
Job 27.19, 20. And does not this let us 
ſee the Folly of a Quarrel with God? 
We may pamper a vain Mind with one 
idle Imagination after another, but 
: C4 this 


' 
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this only prepares us for a more diſ- 
mal Surprize of Ruin. There's ſcarce 
any thing, that Sinners Deſign, with 


more Pleaſure and Arrogance, than the 


Deſtruction of the Godly : they would 
raze out all the Prints of Seriouſneſs 
from this World: And every Strug- 
gle in this Project is attended with as 
much Aſſurance, as Nature can either 
give or take: but their Eyes are too low 
fixt ; they only look at the Perſons, 
whom this Malice is directed againſt. 
They do not Conſider, what a Power- 
ful Alliance Believersare brought into : 
So, that when they puſh on their Me- 
thods of Iniquity, its only to receive 
a Baffle from Omnipotence: Thus 
the Promiſe runs to God's People ; 


Thou ſhalt fan them, and the Wind ſhall 


carry them away, and the Whirlwind 
ſhall ſcatter them; and thou ſhalt rejoice 
in the Lord, and glory in the holy one of 
Iſrael, Iſa. 41. 16. | 

4. See, to whom you muſt direct 
your ſelves for the bleſſing of the Winds. 
Many of this Auditory do more eſpe- 
cially know how Servicable they are 
to thegreateſt Concerns of Life : And 
EL ED you 


over the. Winds, &c. 25 
you here learn, who has the Diſpo- 
ſal of them. They are ſometimes the 
chief Inſtruments of your Proſperi- 
ty, and when their Commiſhon is 
alterd, they can as eaſily deſtroy - 
your fulneſs as promote it. Now 
as God muſt be acknowledg'd in all 
your Ways, ſo it's highly becoming 
your Profeſſion to be often upon 
your Knees, to maintain a Corre- 
ſpondence with Him, who is the 


Great Enſurer. He alone can breath 


a Bleſſing upon your Attempts. The 
Gales, that muſt carry you on in eve- 
ry Voyage, are laid up in the hol- 
low of His Hand, let ic be your 
Work to fetch them out by Prayer. 
You may alſo ſee, who it is that has 
bleſt and ſecurd you ; He has been 
jour Refuge from the Storm, Ila. 25. 4. 


[2] We are to make ſuch an 
Improvement of this, as more 


_ eſpecially ſuits with our deſign 


We are come to humble our Selves 
before the Lord, for a late dreadful 
„„ hn Blow 
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Blow, that he has given to theſe Parts 
of the World. We may apply the 
Prophets Words to our Caſe. The 
Firr Trees have. been terribly ſhaken ʒ 
the Gates of the Rivers, open d, and the 
Palace diſſolved, Nah. 2. 3, 6. We 
have firſt, the Call of Heaven to the 
preſent - Duty; every Blaſt' ſounds 
the Exhortation : And this is Ec- 
cho'd to, from our Earthly Powers, 
who both confeſs the Obligation, 
and enforce it. By giving our pre- 
{ence here, we Anſwer the Com- 
mands of Civil Authority ; but there's 
ſomething more requir d, if we would 
come up to God's Expectations. A 
bare attendance upon Him in Wor- 

_ ſhipping Crouds is not enough. He 
complains of a People, 'that were 
very exact in obſerving Times of 
Humiliation, but they did not look 
far enough. When ye Fee, and 
mourned in the fifth, and eleventh 
Month, did ye faſt unto me, even unto 
me? Lach. 7. 5. Now He ſeems to 
demand the following Duties of us. 

1. Let us humbly ſabmit to His 
Fortz It becomes us not to reply 
—_ - ; 
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over the Winds, &c. 27 
and clamour at Providence, but to 
look upwards with a filent devout- 
neſs; and confider, Who. has done it: 
One who never ſtood, at the Crea- 
| tures Bar; Who gives uo Account of 
His Matters, Job 33. 13. Whoſe 
Diſpenſations are liable to no Arreſt, 
and patient of no Cenſure. Methinks, 
there is a particular Appearance of 
God in a Wind, more than in ma- 

ny other publick Calamities. Con- 
ſumptions by Fire ſhould lead us to 
Him, but theſe are brought on'by 
Inſtruments. General Diſtempers tell 
us of His hand, but here alſo He 
makes uſe of ſecond Cauſes: But a 
Tempeſt is a work that we can have 
no ſhare in, and this calls for Submiſ- 
ſion. David chooſeth to have an 
Affliction of God's beſtowing, Let 
me full into the Hands of the Lord. 
Tho' He was more capable of acting 
with a ruinous Diſpatch than Ene- 
mies could do, yet there is Mercy 
with Him, 2 Sam. 24. 14. When 
Job underſtood that his Children were 
ſwept off immediately by the * of 
1 b Trovi- 
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Providence, he ſubmits with a Reli- 
gious Patience. The Meſſenger told 


him, There came a great Wind from 


the Wilderneſs, and ſmote the four Corn- 
ers of the Houſe, and it fell upon the 
Toung Men, and they are dead. Then 
Job aroſe, and fell upon the Ground, 
and worſhipped, and ſaid, the Lord 


gave, and the Lord has taken amay, 


bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Job 
I, 19, 20. 


2. Let us look narrowly into our : 


Selves. In a time of publick Judg- 


ment every one is to & the Plague 


of his own Heart. How many of us 


may ſay with Jonah, I know that for 
ay ſake this great Tempeſt is come up- 
on jou? Jon. 1. 12. We have con- 
tributed our Part to the common Mi- 
ſeries. We may this Day denounce 


a Wo to the Crown of Pride, and the 


Drunkards of Ephraim, when the Lord 
with a deſtroying Storm is caſting down 
to the Earth, la. 28. 1, 2. Tho' per- 
haps we do not run to the ſame exceſs 
of Riot, with a great many. Debau- 

chery 


over the Winds, &c. 29 
chery, Lewdneſs and Swearing may 
be Crimes above our Size. But are 
we not chargeable with Abominations 
of another ſort? Our Contempt of 
the Divine Ordinances, the Ravage 
that we make of Chriſtian Love, the 
Sloth and Dulneſs of our Zeal for 
God, theſe are Things that have their 
cry for Vengeance. But if we are 
harden'd againſt a Cure, and reſolv'd, 
that theſe Follies ſhall be our inſepa- 
rable Darlings, a more extenſive and 
overflowing Scourge may be prepard 
for us. There's nothing but fury 
and black Diſmay, for a People that 
hate to be Reformed. Thus God com- 
plains, Can an Ethiopian change bis 
| Sir, or the Leopard his Spot, then 
505 ye alſo do good, who are accuſtomd 
to do evil, Therefore will I ſcatter 
them as the ſtubble that paſſeth away by 


"the Wind of the Wilderneſs. This is 


thy Lot; the Portion of thy meaſures 
from me, ſaith the Lord, becauſe thou 
haſt forgotten me, and truſted in falſe- 
hood, Jer. 13. 23, 24, 25. Sometimes 

the very Face of a Judgment _ 
OO that 
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that the World is deeply charg'd with 
Guilt :' And of this ſort was our late 
Storm. The Earth is utterly. broken 
down, clean diſſolved,” and moued ex- 
ceedinely : The Earth reels to and fo 
like a Drunkard, and is removed like 
a Cottage, for the Tranſgreſſaon thereof 
7s heavy upon it, Iſa. 24. 19, 20. 


3. Let this put ws apon a ſpeedy Re- 
formation. This the Pſalmiſt begs, 
Perſecute them with thy Tempeſt, and 
make them afraid with thy Storm; fill 
their Faces with ſhame, that they aay 
ſeek thy Name, O Lord, Pſalm 83. 
15, 16. If any of you are ſtain'd 
with ſcandalous Crimes, take your 
laft farewel of 'em; from this mo- 
ment hold them at a Diſtance. Do 
not dare to go on ſinking the Nation 
ſtill lower in Guilt and Unhappineſs. 
Now that God has brought upon us 
(as he calls it by the Prophet) 4 
dry Wind of the high' Places in the 
Wilderneſs, not to fan nor to cleanſe, 
but a full Wind; His cry to us is the 
lame with that to Jeraſalem; O waſp 


thine 
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thine Heart from wickedneſs that thou 
mayeſt be ſaved, How long ſhall vain 
 Tho'ts lodge within thee | Jer. 4. 11, 
14: And as for others, who think 
this is a charge that flies over them, 
let them examine what is amiſs, and 
begin an univerſal Amendment. 


There's one thing that I would 
more eſpecially recommend to you, 
as the Leſſon of this Providence, and 
that is, a Zeal for the RE FOR. 
MATION of MANNERS. 
That good Work goes heavily on, 
thro' the Cowardice and Baſeneſs of 
ſome that pretend to wiſh well toit. 
It's a National Stroke that we are now 
Lamenting, and I know no. greater 
piece of National Service, that we 
are capable of. Our Fleet is the ve- 
ry Picture of Hell. They ſcarce 
breath any thing but Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God. We have dreadful taſts 
of their Vileneſs aſhore : You neg- 
left the due Methods, that ſhould : 


made uſe of to reclaim them, and 
therefore God has taken the Work 
Dy into 


. 
4.3. 
tn 
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into his own Hands: Such as you 
would not rebuke, he has drown'd. Let 


ſelf to us again: Thou haſt made the 


Pſalm 60. 1, 2. That there are noto- 
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this warn us not to be ſo careleſs 


and remiſs in a Service of general 


Importance. Labour to prevent ſuch 


another Stroke. When the whole 
Nation of I/rael was infatuated with © 


the Spirit of Idolatry, God tells his 


Mind to Elijah in ſuch a Chain of 


Terrors, as perhaps was the Model 
of his future Dealings with that Peo- 
ple. The Lord paſſed by, and behold, 
a great and ſtrong Wind rent the Moun- 


tains, and brake in pieces the Rocks, 


and after the W IND an EARTH. 
SY AKE 1 Kings 19. 11. Loet 
us endeavour to break this Succeſſi- 
on of Judgments. . 


4. Let us be earneſt with Him for 
Mercy, and Pardon. O God, thou 


haſt caſt us off, thou haſt ſcatter d ur, 
thou haſt been diſpleasd; O turn thy 


Earth to tremble ; thou haſt broken it, 
heal the breaches thereof, for it ſhaketh, 


rious 
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tious Abominations among us, is a 
thing that will ſooner bear a Com- 
plaint than a Denial. That God has 
declar d His Reſentment with a pe- 
cutie Thunder, is alſo plain: Is it 
not therefore our neceſſary Duty to 
beg off His Wrath, and ſollicit the 
return of that Favour, which has 
been interrupted > And, for. your 
_ Encouragement, conſider that ſome- 
times a publick Judgment goes be- 
fore the moſt valuable Mercies. God 
tells the Fews, I will ſhake the Hea- 
venus, the Earth, the Sea, and all Na- 
tious, and then the deſire of all Nati- 
ons ſhall come, Hag. 2. 6, 7. And 
Chriſt gives a Promiſe of the ſame 
kind to his Diſciples : There ſhall be 
aus in the Sun, and in the Moon, and 
in the Stars, and upon the Earth diſtreſs 
of Nations, with perplexity, the Sea and 
the Waves roaring : Men's Hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after thoſe 
things, which are coming on the Earth 
for the Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken, 
But when theſe Things begin to come 
to paſe, then look 12 and lift up your 
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Heads, for your Redemption draweth 
nigh, Luke 21. 25, 26, OY 


88. 5 1 ſhall conclude wh an 1 4. 
dreſs of Peace to Gods own Peo- 
ple, in Two Particulars, 


1. Hom great is your Friend : 2 How 
able to deliver and protect you? 
This David remembers with Adora- 
tion, I ny Diſtreſs J called upon the 
Lord, and cried unto my God. The 

Earth ſhook and weld; He rode up- 
on 4 Cherub and did flie, He was ſeen 
upon the Wings of the Wind, Pſalm 18. 
6, 7, 10. When the Prophet tells us 
that God brings the Wind out of his 
Treaſuries, he calls Him, the Portion 
of Jacob, ood Iſrael the Rod of His In- 
| beritance, Jer. 10. 13, 16. Youre 
now toſting i in a reſtleſs tempeſtuous 
World; The Floods of ungodly Men 
make you afraid : But raiſe an Eye to 
the Almightineſs, that has ' underta- 
ken your Welfare. For tho the Floods 
have lifted up their Waves; jet the 
ors on high; is _ than the noiſe 
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of many Waters, or the Waves of the 
Sea, Pſalm 93. 3, 4. With how 
much cruel pomp and thirſt did Pha. 
raoh purſue the trembling Flock of 
Iſrael 2 There was nothing to diſ- 
oblige his Malice, and ſtun his Con- 
fidence, till God blew with His Wind, 
and cover d bim; He ſunk as lead in 
the mighty Waters, Exod. 15. 10. 


2. How Happy a Thing is it to be 
intereſted in 4 Covenant? Becauſe, 


(I.) That either gives you a Pra- 
teckion from theſe Calamities, or a 
Bleſſing with them. Chriſt is cal bd 
an Hiding-place from the Wind, and a 
Covert from the Tempeſt, Iſa. 32. 2. 
Sometimes God ſteps in viſibly be- 
tween His People and Danger; ac- 
cording to that Promiſe, A Thouſand 
| ſhall fall at thy Right-Hand, and Ter 

Thouſand at thy Left, but the Evil ſhall 
not come nigh thee, Pſalm 91. 7. Or, 
if you do take a ſhare in the common 
Diſtreſs, yet you're not equal Suffe- 
rers with others: They get no good 
1 „ by 


A 6 n ſk - * — 


36 GOD' Empire 

by it, but its a means of ſpiritual 

Advantage to you. So that you 

need not be afraid of evil dings; 
jour Hearts are fixed, truſting in the 

Lord, Pſalm 112.7. | 


(2.) You have other Bleſſings, that 
are z0t liable to theſe Hazards, The 
Lord will create upon every Dwelling- 

place of Mount Sion, and upon all her 
Aſſemblies, a Cloud aud Smoke by Day, 
and the ſhining of a flaming Fire by 
Night; for upon all the Glory ſhall be 
2 Defence: And there ſhall be a Ta- 
bernacle for a Shadow in the Day- 
time, and for a Place of Refuge, aud 
for a Covert from Storm, and from 
Rain, Iſa. 4. 5, 6. No Wind can 
blow away your Inheritance. Chriſt 
has 3 1 you to an Houſe built 
upon a Rock, which fell not, tho the 
Pan deſcended, and the Floods came, 
and the Viinds blew, and beat upon 
it, Matth. 7. 24, 25. It's ſaid of the 
upright Soul, that he ſball dwell on 
big; his Place of Defence fhall be 
the Mynitions of Rocks; Bread ſball 
| 5 , be 
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be given to him, and his Waters ſhall 
be Sure, Ifa. 33. 16. You hear that 
God has the Diſpoſal of Storms, but 
He has a nearer hold of your Por- 
tion. The Winds are gather d into 
His Fiſts, but your Happineſs is in 
His Heart. The Lord ſhall roar out 
of Sion, and utter His Voice from Je- 
ruſalem, and the Heaven and — Earth 
ſhall ſhake but the Lord will be the 
Hope of His People, and the Strength 
of, the Children of Ls Joo” 3. 


9 You are going to a Place 
* there ſhall be no more of theſe 
Frights and Confuſions. The Apo- 


{tle tells us, there muſt be a rem 


ving of thoſe things which may be 
| ſhaken, 4s 0 things that are made ; 
that thoſe things which CANNO T 
BE SHAKEN may remain. We 
have received a Kingdom which can- 
not be moved, Heb. 12.27, 28. You're 
born for a State of Eternal Calm- 
nes. The Ruffle and Diſtraction that 
this World is liable to, have no Place 
- 5 in 
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in thoſe glorious Regions, where 
your Saviour lives. Therefore look 
within the Vail, where there is no- 
thing elſe but Sedate Purity, and ſa- 
tisfy ing Enjoyment. I will ſhut up 
all with the Pſalmiſt's Words, gi- 
ving them a little Variation, Thou 
breakeſt the Ships of Tarſhiſh with a 
ſtrong Wind, but this we have heard, 
and this we ſhall ſee, in the City of 
our God, that God will eſtabliſh it 
for ever, Pſalm 48. 7, 8. | 
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